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FOR RELEASID: 
STATE OF MA.I NE Saturday morning February 26 1 1955 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
DIVISION OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 
A.ugusta. Maine 
Mariort E. Martin~ Commissioner 
T. T. Trott. Jr., Director 
RE: Work Injuries Maine l-tlnufacturing, 1954 
At a meeting of the Maine State Safety Conference Committee 
Friday, Commissioner Marion E. Martin complimented the group on the 
improved work injury experience shown in Maine manufacturing industries. 
She announced that 19.54 had been a banner year in accident reduction 
with an 8.8% drop in the number of disabling work injuries per million 
hours worked in all :rranufacturing. This figure, commonly known as the 
injury frequency rate, was 17.6 for all Maine manufacturing in 1954 
compared with 19~3 in 1953. 
Oommissioner Martin reported that eleven of the major indus-
tries in Maine recorded improvements in their work injury experience 
with frequency rate drops ranging from 1.1~ to 23.5%, while seven of 
the groups reported higher rates in 1954 than in 1953. 
The Paper and Allied Products industry recorded the largest 
percentage improvement, a 23.~ drop from 14.9 in 195) to 11.4 in 1954• 
{More) 
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The rernB.ining 4 of t~e largest 5 industries in M3.iBe manufacturing also 
recorded improvements: Lumber and Wood Products from 49.7 to 45.2, a 
9.1% drop; Textile Mill Products from 9o2 to 8.6, a 6.5% drop; Leather 
and Leather Products, 11.9 to 11.5 a drop of 3.~; Food and Kindred 
:Products from 26.3 to ·26 .. 0 down 1.1%. Individual industry data will 
be found in DLI Bulletin 239 to be released next week by the Division of 
Research and Statistics, Miss Martin stated. 
Fatal wo~k injuries reported to the Maine Industrial Accident 
Cormnission in 1954 numbered 29 which was the same number reported in 
1953. Manufacturing showed an increase in fatal acciden-ts for the first 
time since 1950 with 10 in 1954, contrasted with the 9 in 1953. There 
were 12 in 1952 and 20 in 1951. Construction reported 9 deaths in 1954, 
4 more than the 5 reported for 1953. Government services and other non,.. 
ma.nufacturing indus·tries showed 10 deaths in 1954 compared with the 1.5 
for 1953. The 29 victims of fatal work injuries in 1954 left 54 dependr-
ents, averaged 40.9 years of age and at their deaths were receiving an 
average of $63.89 per week. 
(More) 
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Yesterday's meeting of the Maine State Safety Oonferenco 
Committee was a planning session for the 28th annual Maine State 
Safety Conference to be held at York Harbor on September 1.5-16 of 
this year. 
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